112                      UTILITY  OF  RELIGION

improving human character, that it is nearly, if not
quite impossible for them to produce their best moral
effects, unless we suppose a certain torpidity, if not
positive twist in the intellectual faculties. For it is
impossible that any one who habitually thinks, and
who is unable to blunt his inquiring intellect by
sophistry, should be able without misgiving to go on
ascribing absolute perfection to the author and ruler
of so clumsily made and capriciously governed a
.creation as this planet and the life of its inhabitants.
The adoration of such a being cannot be with the
whole heart, unless the heart is first considerably
sophisticated. The worship must either be greatly
.overclouded by doubt, and occasionally quite dar-
kened by it, or the moral sentiments must sink to the
low level of the ordinances of Nature : the worshipper
must learn to think blind partiality, atrocious cruelty,
and reckless injustice, not blemishes in an object of
worship, since all these abound to excess in the
commonest phenomena of Nature. It is true, the
Grod who is worshipped is not, generally speaking, the
God of Nature only, but also the God of some reve-
lation ; and the character of the revelation will greatly
modify and, it may be, improve the moral influences
.of the religion. This is emphatically true of Chris-
tianity ; since the Author of the Sermon on the Mount
is assuredly a far more benignant Being than the
Author of Nature. But unfortunately, the believer